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Introduction  

Uillinn Young Dancers has been going on since 2017/2018. It is a unique programme that allows 

young people to have access to a dance space as well as opportunities to create, practice, learn and 

perform individually and together. Uillinn Young Dancers enables young people to learn genres of 

dance such as circus, aerial dance, jazz and contemporary dance. The diverse programme allows 

young people from west cork to choose contemporary dance as a career pathway along with giving 

young people a say in the creative process.  

Through Young Dancers there have been many exciting opportunities for the past and current 

participants, such as performing in Uillinn Dance Season, Irish Museum of Modern Art and Crawford 

Art Gallery, and engaging in the national youth exchange day at the Irish Aerial Creation Centre IACC 

and many more. 
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This very important programme for young people has made a comfortable space for people who 

have danced before in addition to inspiring many people to consider dance as a career option.  

The following is a chronological documentation of the programme’s development from 2017 to 2025. 
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Twisted (2017) 
Twisted is thought to be the first young people led dance programme in the Uillinn West Cork Art 

Centre that influenced the idea of Young Dancers. It came to the Uillinn and then toured areas in 

west cork to bring dance into young people’s lives: 

FRIDAY 3 FEBRUARY, 8PM – 9PM AT ABBEYSTRWRY HALL, SKIBBEREEN 

FRIDAY 10 FEBRUARY, 9:30PM – 10:30PM AT LEAP 

FRIDAY 17 FEBRUARY,8PM – 9PM AT AUGHADOWN  

FRIDAY 3 MARCH, 8PM – 9PMAT UNION HALL 

 

In a cross-disciplinary collaboration, dance 

artist/choreographer Helga Deasy and a local 

filmmaker worked on a site-specific dance video 

project in and around Uillinn: West Cork Arts 

Centre with a group of interested young people 

Recruited from visits to four or more Foróige 

groups in the West Cork area.  

Participants were invited to attend four weekly 

sessions during March and a week-long 

workshop during the Easter break at Uillinn to 

create a dance film. The participants will 

explored shape, straight and curved lines in 

space, in the body and in movement and will 

investigate their connection to their 

surroundings and to one another.  

The sessions were designed to be practical and fun, welcoming young people of all abilities to take 

part.  

Participants were actively involved in the composition process of the work. The project culminated in 

the screening of a short film and celebration of the outcomes. 
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The project took place: Tuesdays 14, 21 and 28 March and 4 April from 6.00pm to 7:30pm and 

Tuesday 18 April to Saturday 22 April, each day from 10:30am to 1:30pm.  

This community-based event was part of a year-long programme during Helga’s residency at Uillinn. 

Originally from Germany, Helga Deasy is a dance artist, choreographer and dance teacher based in 

Cork. She holds an MA in Creative Practice with distinction from Trinity Laban, Conservatoire of 

Music and Dance, London. Helga has performed and presented work nationally and internationally, 

including Dance Umbrella Festival (UK), Theatre and 

der Universität Regensburg (Germany), Dublin 

Dance Festival, Cork Midsummer Festival, The Firkin 

Crane and Cork Opera House.   

Uillinn Dancer in Residence programme is 

presented in partnership with Cork County Council 

and supported by an award from the Arts Council. 

 

Twisted screened at the Uillinn West Cork Art Centre. 

Twisted originally premiered at Uillinn on 20 May 

2016.  

Twisted was an eight-week project initiated by 

Helga, whose vision it was to ‘encourage and 

support young people to get involved in dance and 

the arts’ by making a site-specific dance film 

inspired by the architecture of Uillinn in 

Skibbereen. Helga collaborated on the programme with local film maker Colm Rooney from 

Ballydehob who mentored three young film makers throughout the project. 

The young people were very involved in the creative process, exploring shape, straight and curved 

lines in space. Movements were created in response to several specific sites around Uillinn, with the 

young people contributing to the choreography and direction.’ 

CLICK here TO WATCH THE PERFORMANCE. 

 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=1coAUIqcw4s&t=69s
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Young Dancers, summer (2018) 

 

Young Dancers summer 2018 was the first peer to peer young people dance session. Hetty Gazzaniga 

and Nina Vander Slur, students of Alan Foley Dance Academy, requested one day in the dance studio 

to put together a series of performances (Sunday 26 August 2018 12pm- 5pm). 

They both created a series of solos and duets at home and wanted to perform them in a proper 

venue, so they reached out and booked the studio for 5 hours and then performed in front of family 

and friends. 

CLICK here TO WATCH ONE OF THE PERFORMANCES. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://youtu.be/z5mvPwsgxQM
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Young Dancers showcase (2018) 

After Young Dancers 2018 summer, Young Dancers Showcase 

(2018) was born. This was exclusive to Alan Foley Academy of 

Dance students ages 15 – 18. They had sessions from Saturday 

10 November – Saturday 24 November at 10 – 3 including a 

showcase on the last day at 5 – 6. 

 

This was another peer to peer led session where they created a group dance in 3 sessions. These 

young dancers came back on March 30th, 2019, for 4 more sessions because Alan Foley chose them 

to perform in the everyman theatre for the Alan foley dance offering 2019. 

CLICK here TO WATCH THE PERFORMANCE. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

https://youtu.be/0ylrDE65bLg
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Young Dancer showcase summer (2019) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Much like the previous summer Young Dancers, a small group of Alan Foley Academy of Dance 

students came together to create dances in peer-to-peer sessions. This time they had many dates in 

the studio, Wednesday 5 June – Wednesday 12 June 2019, Saturday 29 June – Monday 22 July 2019, 

Friday 16 August 2019 + Showcase. 

They created several solos, duets and trios. This went on all summer with a showcase to friends and 

family at the end.  

CLICK here TO WATCH THE PERFORMANCE. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://youtu.be/xnFidgEovW4
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Young Dancers (2019) 

Young Dancers 2019 was the exact same as Young Dancers 

Showcase, except with a more realised name. The Young 

Dancers had ‘Peer to Peer’ sessions from Saturday 2 

November – Saturday 30 November from 5 hours every 

day including a showcase to show their progress.  

‘Uillinn dance studio will be made available on Saturdays 

in the autumn for six senior dance students from Alan 

Foley Academy of Dance aged 15 to 18 years, to 

choreograph their own work, extend their dance practice, 

support independent and peer learning. Working as a 

group to support each other’s dance development, the 

Young Dancers will create a new work for performance as part of the Uillinn Dance Season. 

Programme Manager Justine Foster will meet with the group to each week mentor their 

production planning for their showcase.’ 

Sadly, this group of Young Dancers never got to come back to perform their dance again due 

to lock down in March 2020. 
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Guerrillunns (2021-2022) 

 

 

The Guerrillunns are Uillinn's Youth Arts Committee and is a representative group with members 

from art form -based groups at Uillinn in theatre, dance, visual art, music whose remit is to inform 

and advise on the development of Uillinn’s YPCE programming and to increase access to the arts for 

more young people in West Cork. 

The past members were brought together in September 2021 to represent the strands of 

programming at Uillinn for young people: Rusty Frog Youth Theatre, Draw Mind Matters, Young 

Dancers and Creative Schools. Members in 2022 who led this project were Hetty Gazzaniga and Nori 

Kluzniak-Madajczak from Uillinn Young Dancers, Pádraig Harrington and Charlie DeLacey from Rusty 

Frog Youth Theatre, Mich Maguire and Lucija Kluzniak-Madajczak from Draw Mind Matters and Leo 

Robb from Tune In Music. A representative from the Tune In group became the Creative Schools 

programme representative when this programming changed in 2022. Ranging in age from 13 to 19 

years old, they proudly represent the diversity in our community- LGBTQI+, young people living with 

disability and learning difficulties, and from a wide range of socio- economic and cultural 

backgrounds. 
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The group meets regularly, supported by Programme Manager Justine Foster, Public Engagement 

Artist Kate McElroy and Project Assistant Sylwia Migdal. These sessions include creative explorations 

and administrational tasks. At meetings and through their WhatsApp group chat they learned about 

Uillinn's programme, residencies, exhibitions and governance. 

The young people attended and supported a range of events at Uillinn and made presentations at 

public events such as Political Panel: Environment, Living Standards, Culture during artist Micheál 

O'Connell’s exhibition at Uillinn, to publishing a blog for Creative Irelands, national event Cruinniú na 

nÓg. In addition, young people also attended a podcast and mobile filming in Kinia Cork. 

  

Guerrillunns and Young Dancers  

Due to Covid-19 shutting down Young Dancers and majority of 

dance from 2020- 2021 Guerrillunns helped young people by 

allowing them to have a residency in the art centre for open 

access to the studio. After many Guerrillunns meeting the 

Young Dancers were brought back in September 2022 to work 

on the Freedom project 2021 – 2022. 

The Guerrillunns had two major residencies during the early stages of young dancers, where they 

had full access to the dance studio, 7 Nov - 21 Dec 2022 and 7 Nov 2022 –28 Jan 2023 and a two 

weeklong residency in 2023. 
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 FREEDOM  

Guerrillunn’s Public Realm Project Studio Residency 7 Nov - 21 Dec 2022.  Charlie DeLacey, Hetty 

Gazzaniga, Pádraig Harrington, Mich Maguire, Lucija Kluzniak - Madajczak, Nori Kluzniak - 

Madajczak.  

Guerrillunn's aimed to increase access to the arts for more young people in West Cork through an 

exciting and ambitious multimedia public realm. This project began in September and runs through 

December 2022. The central purpose is bridging the art forms and the people who take part.  

Multimedia art project offers research and engagement 

which culminates in a site-specific installation and performance 

that challenges perceptions of what art can be.   

The learning from this project will inform Cork's Local Creative 

Youth Partnership develop its new strategic plan with a view to 

making arts available more to young people in West Cork. The 

four skill-based strands in dance, theatre, music and visual art. 

Workshops took place every week over a 12-week period, with 

Tomasz Madajczak as Creative Lead overseeing the artistic vision.  

Guerrillunn’s are an inclusive group, and everyone is welcome, 

regardless of their background or sexuality. We explore different art forms to build art bridges and 

up-skill ourselves in the industry. The outcome of the project will feature a public presentation of the 

work in Skibbereen Town with a celebratory event in early December. 
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Young Dancers (2022 term 1) 

The Young Dancers came back with weekly classes 

Monday at 4.30pm – 5.45pm. It focused mainly on 

Aerial dance and circus training with a bit of 

contemporary. 

Young Dancers had 8 participants and 12 sessions. 

Over 12 weeks the classes had aerial dance, 

acrobatic and choreography with artform facilitator and professional artist Elaine McCague from 

Loosysmokes, an award-winning modern Circus company focusing mainly on aerial dance. Adding 

Acro to their skills base the Young Dancers participated in three workshops by Cormac Mohally and 

Haj Murphy from Cork Circus Factory and Inma Pavon led three sessions exploring the basic 

principles of contemporary dance choreography in preparation for their public performance. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Young Dancers accepted an invitation from Irish Aerial Creation Centre in Limerick for 4 participants 

to take part in a national Youth exchange day funded by Creative Ireland. 

 CLICK here TO WATCH THE IACC CLIP. 

https://youtu.be/3R5HxGz2lNg
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Aerial Creation Centre (2022) 
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Juggling  

The Young Dancer and Guerrillunns also got the opportunity to experience juggling from their 

Circus training: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

UN World Children’s Day (2022) 

On 20th November, Guerrillunns were invited by Fiona Quinn 
from the Local Creative Youth Partnership to share their work on 
its pilot creative youth initiatives as part of Cork’s celebration of 
UN World Children’s Day in Crawford Gallery Cork. The young 
people elected to devise a presentation of their creative thinking 
and work in progress via PowerPoint presentation and 
performance. Three Young Dancers devised original 
choreography commissioning music composed and recorded 
by musicians from In Tune, evidencing the cross-artform 
collaboration formed by the project. 

 

The dance representative Nori and Hetty and young dancer member Lucija created a 
short dance in just a day to present for UN World Children’s Day. 

CLICK here TO WATCH THE PERFORMANCE AND PRESENTATION. 

 

 

https://youtu.be/pnc-gZmwvTM
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Freedom project Young Dancers  
On Saturday 3 December at 6pm, the young 

people involved in Young Dancers, Rusty Frog 

Youth Theatre, Draw Mind Matters and Tune In 

held a presentation of their work over the last 

few months.  

The performance was a promenade beginning 

on the bridge outside of Uillinn and you were 

shown where to go next. It was approximately 

45 minutes in duration.  

In a brainstorming session back in the spring of 2022 Uillinn’s Young People Committee 

Guerrillunn’s devised a project with the aim of increasing access to the arts for more young 

people in West Cork through an exciting and 

ambitious multimedia public art project that 

challenged perceptions of what art can be. 

The multidisciplinary youth art project 

combines theatre, dance, visual arts and 

music. Four different groups of young people 

have been working for several months, 

developing a sharing with the public realm. 

The sharing of their combined artistic expressions happened on Saturday the 3 December at 

6pm in Skibbereen.  

 

Guerrillunn’s are an inclusive group, and 

everyone is welcome, regardless of their 

background and sexuality, they explore art 

forms to build art bridges and up-skill 

themselves in the art world. 

In 2022 Guerrillunn’s had been awarded a 6-

week Residency at Uillinn West Cork Arts 

Centre.  
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CLICK here TO WATCH THE PERFORMANCE. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://youtu.be/mT4tG6pBmjQ
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Young Dancers (2023 

term 2) 

Young Dancers term 2 2023 began Monday 30 

January 2023 – Monday 5 June 2023, with 

teachers Danae Wollen, Imma Pavon, Samuel 

Arnold Keane, Tara Brandel, Haj Murphy, 

Philippa Donnellan, Elaine McCague. 

With these teachers they got to experience 

more Aireal and Circus training as well as 

more contemporary training. 

Young Dancers also began more peer-to-peer 

workshops to exchange their knowledge and 

sessions with dance facilitators as well as 

prepare work for their performance at IMMA. 
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    Aireal With Danae Wollen 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



23 
 

Guerruillinns Studio pt.2 

 

The Guerrillunns where back in studio for Summer 

2023. This allowed the young dancer to have 

freedom to book time in the studio if need to create 

and plan their performance at Imma as well as 

other projects going on with the Guerrillunns. 

The Guerrillunn’s returned to Uillinn for a studio 

residency in the summer, providing a unique 

opportunity for the members to develop their 

artistic development and arts management skills as support their steps towards independent 

creative career development and group cohesion. The Guerrillunn’s chose to include all participants 

on the Youth Art Programme to engage in their 

process. The Guerrillunn’s also spent two full days 

working together, exploring a collective topic of 

‘succession and transition.’ 

During the residency, the Guerrillunn’s committee 

worked with professional artists for two weeks and 

the conclusion of this partnership was the public 

open studio day. The open studio day allowed 

visitors to engage in the young people project development and create a Zine book. This Zine book is 
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a legacy from the Guerrillunn’s members who are leaving and enrolling in college. The committee 

members created a ‘zine’ or scrapbook to collect the individual and collective artistic significance of 

the current iteration of the Guerrillunn’s committee. This scrapbook evolved as an articulation and 

legacy document of their progress and of their experiences and a testament to the deep engagement 

the young people were involved in. 

 

‘Each of our members will draw on their different creative backgrounds and personal perspectives to 

put into words, imagery or other medium an expression of what art means to ourselves and the 

broader scope. Ultimately this may present as a base for the purpose of the Guerruillinns now and in 

the future, to highlight the presence and relevance of the arts in the locality.’ 

 

- Pádraig Harrington RFYT and Guerrillunns 

 

Guerrillunns allowed a space where dancers could make art, and artist could dance and just like all 

the other projects the performance at Imma allowed this two. Every was welcomed to create a piece 

of art to hang in the gallery as well as perform in a dance. This allowed dancers to dabble in art and 

artist dabble in dance. 
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IRISH MUSEUM OF MODERN ART (IMMA 2023) 

 

Over the course of five months, the project team engaged 

with representatives from IMMA via Zoom meetings and 

visited the Irish Museum of Modern Art for research 

purposes. The project centred around weekly workshops in 

visual art and dance at Uillinn and IMMA, with various guest 

artists. The project concluded with an exhibition, and live 

dance performance at the Irish Museum of Modern Art. An 

exhibition at Uillinn West Cork Arts Centre provided an 

opportunity for West Cork audiences to view the artwork and 

featured a black and white short film of the dance 

performance. 

As part of the process, Guerrillunns were invited to take part 

in a studio residency at Uillinn West Cork Arts Centre which 

proved instrumental in providing the project team with a 

supportive and dedicated environment to focus on their 

creative vision. The project yielded numerous valuable 
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outcomes including group cohesion, skills development, artistic outputs, and individual career 

development. 

‘The young people are amazing to work with. Their lively 

imaginations and creative minds open new areas of artistic 

exploration and connect the existing art with new 

perceptions of the youth. The “Spice” project has opened a 

new way of looking at the existing artworks in IMMA’s 

collection. Selected artworks were discussed and responded 

to with the use of multiple art media creating new, thought-

provoking, exciting perspectives on art. The next step is to 

meet other young people, from different parts of Ireland who 

are driven by new ways of looking at art and creating new 

connections through art with the surrounding world.’ 

 

- Tomasz Madajczak 2023 

IMMA Performance/ Screening 

CLICK here TO WATCH THE REHEARSAL. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://youtu.be/v3UnJg1e_bE
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Takeaways from Young Dancers 2022 – 2023 

 

Lucija Madajczak: Art Representative, took part in DMM, RF and YD 

What, if anything, did you enjoy the most? I really liked working with projections in DMM and I 

loved circus and aerial classes in YD. 

What, if anything, did you least enjoy? I’m not sure, if anything then it would be only tiny things, 

and scrambled ones at that. 

If you could change anything at all about workshops you attend, what would it be? Lengthen the 

time of each workshop, especially Young Dancers. 

 

Nori Madajczak: Dance Representative, took part in DMM and YD  

What, if anything, did you enjoy the most? There wasn’t really anything I enjoyed more than others 

I really loved everything.  

What, if anything, did you least enjoy? Nothing.  

If you could change anything at all about workshops you attend, what would it be? I would maybe 

change how long the sessions were or how many time a week they were held. 

 

Mich Maguire: Art Representative, took part in DMM and YD for 1 term 

What, if anything, did you enjoy the most? the people I do the classes with 

What, if anything, did you least enjoy? I like everything 

If you could change anything at all about workshops you attend, what would it be? more outdoor 

work. 

 

Hetty Gazzaniga: Dance Representative, took part in YD and went on to study dance at University 

of Limericks Irish World Academy. 
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Young dancers (2023 Term 1) 

Young Dancers in 2023, continued as a coordinated programme of aerial dance, acrobatics, and 

choreography over two terms. The programme included peer to peer sessions overseen by Sylwia 

Migdal in autumn term with a series of guest professional artists. Term 1 starting 11 September – 18 

December 2023. 

The Young Dancers worked with Elaine McCague from 

Loosysmokes, an award-winning modern circus company 

that focused on aerial dance. They worked with Tara 

Brandel doing aerial pole as well as junior and Imna Pavon 

in contemporary dance. 

Older members of Guerrillunns that have left have formed 

a new tier of youth leadership Guerruillumni. Each was 

invited back to continue their contribution and connection 

with Uillinn. Mich and Hetty both were invited to facilitate a session with their younger peers in Draw 

Mind Matters and Young Dancers respectively, passing on their new skills from third level. Mich 

Maguire was invited to facilitate a one-off workshop with Draw Mind Matters, while Hetty Gazzaniga 

facilitated one session with Young Dancers. Padraig delivered a one-off workshop with Rusty Frog 

Youth Theatre in the spring programme. 
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Alive 

During the Young Dancers peer to peer session the young dancers created a group dance called Alive 

and performed it on their second last session in the studio to family and friends. 

CLICK here TO WATCH THE PERFORMANCE. 

 

Aerial Creation Centre (2023) 

Young Dancers accepted an invitation from Irish Aerial Creation Centre in Limerick. Five participants 

took part in a National Youth Exchange Day funded by Creative Ireland. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

https://youtu.be/_K6-tFjX0kg
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Young Dancers (2024 term 2) 

The second term had facilitators such as Elaine McCague, Imna Pavon and 

Hetty Gazzaniga, including many peer-to-peer sessions. Majority of the 

time in the second term was spent working on Shakespeare with a twist, 

which is a collab with Rusty Frogs, Draw Mind Matters and Young Dancers.  

Term started 15 January – 22 April 2024. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Guerrillunns(2024) 

The 2024 programme, offered the chance to collaboratively 

explore and deliver on their own devised themes whilst learning 

new skill sets such as aerial dance, script writing, choreography, 

stage management and sculpture. Through collaboration with 

artists, facilitators, and creative leads, with extensive experience 

in their fields of practice, the 2024 programme created space for 

the young participants to give expression to their individual and collective interests and experiences 

via different media. 

In addition to workshop sessions the 2024 programme also 

presented new opportunities for participants including the 

multi-disciplinary performance project ‘Shakespeare with a 

Twist’, presenting an end of year exhibition, outings to Cork 

Midsummer Festival, a public participatory arts project and 

Youth Exchange workshops with the National Youth Council of 

Ireland. These opportunities provide vital space for personal growth and confidence building 
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Shakespeare with a Twist 

Uillinn Young Dancers and all other art forms joined an Easter 

camp to continue working on Shakespeare with a twist and 

perform it with an evening performance Friday 29 March at 

6.00pm and 7.30pm and a Matinee Saturday 30 March at 

2.30pm. 

Shakespeare with a Twist, was a short contemporary musical 

narrative using a collage of Shakespeare’s scripts interpreted in a blend of art-forms as the ‘twist’. 

The Uillinn based project brought together a diverse group of young people with expertise in 

different art forms that created a performative installation that reflects the lives and concerns of 

young people in contemporary Ireland. 

CLICK here TO WATCH THE PERFORMANCE. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://youtu.be/nqV-ngjdRAc
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Drawing largely from Shakespeare’ ‘Seven Ages of Man’ the collaborative performance-based 

artwork was written, choreographed and performed by young people attending Rusty Frog Youth 

Theatre, Young Dancers and Draw Mind Matters at Uillinn, with music and direction from local singer 

songwriter, Liz Clark working with Uillinn Project Assistant Sylwia Migdal and artform facilitators 

Tomasz Madajczak, Elaine McCague, Inma Pavon. 

 

All the world’s a stage, And all the men and women merely players; they have their exits and their 

entrances, and one man in his time plays many parts, his acts being seven ages.  

At first the infant, mewling and puking in the nurse’s arms; and then the whining schoolboy, with his 

satchel and shining morning face, creeping like snail unwillingly to school.  

And then the lover, sighing like furnace, with a woeful ballad made to his mistress’ eyebrow. Then a 

soldier, full of strange  

Oaths and bearded like the pard, jealous in honour, sudden  

And quick in quarrel, seeking the bubble reputation even In the cannon’s mouth.  

And then the justice, in fair round belly with good capon lined, with eyes serve and beard of formal 

cut, full of wise saws and modern instances; and so, he plays his part.   

The sixth age shifts into the lean and slippered pantaloon, with spectacles on nose and such on side: 

his youthful hose, well saved, a world too wide for his shrunk shank; and childish treble, pipes and 

whistles in his sound. Last scene of all, that ends this strange eventful history, is second childishness 

and mere oblivion Sans teeth, sans eyes, sans taste, sans everything.  

 

As You Like It by William Shakespeare.  
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Young Dancers summer event (2024) 

Midsummer Meet Up - RFYT & YD were invited by UCC Youth Theatre to attend Cork Midsummer 

Festival. They were able to attend theatre performances, music, street spectacles, visual art and 

dance including new creations, world premieres, and work from Irish and international artists. 

‘Hic et Nunc’ Youth Exchange - residential project for RFYT & YD organised with Local Creative Youth 

Partnership. Participants were offered the chance to engage in the creation of multidisciplinary 

production that incorporated elements of theatre, music, visual arts, and dance.  

Summer Exchange Camp: - 8 young people joined their peers from Finland and Ireland, participating 

in a week of activities at Myross Wood House, Leap, Co. Cork on the topic of residential planning. The 

week included group projects under the guidance of youth arts facilitators, engaging with peers from 

other youth groups and a wide variety of youth leaders and decision makers. Participants learned 

how to be involved in decision- making processes, feel more invested in policy outcomes and to 

develop their skills in advocacy and leadership. 

Midsummer Meet Up 
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Takeaways from Young Dancers 2023-2024 

Esmee O’ Brian  

YD member went on to study Contemporary dance at University of Limerick in the Irish World 

Academy. 

Emily Brenan  

Rust Frog Member ended up moving to Young Dancers. 

 

Quotes from Young Dancers  

 

“My favourite moment was the coming together of people so different from each other but still 
with passion on the same matters.” 

-Louise 17, Young Dancers 

 

“When we were doing the ballroom scene and Lucija was in the middle with the rope and we 
were dancing around her it felt like our moment and powerful.” 

-Coco 14, Young Dancers 
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Young dancers (2024 term 1) 

The Young Dancers explored various aerial skills moving on from rope to silks 

and trapeze with Elaine McCague and choreographic movement and 

conditioning with Tara Brandel. 

There new term started 16 September – 16 December 2024. 

This term was focused on developing techniques in both contemporary and 

aerial. There were quite a few peer-to-peer choreographic sessions however, 

no winter showing this year. 

Guerruillinns were of planning a theme/ inspiration for 2025: 

 

‘Between Dreams and Reality’ 

 

 

 

Elaine McCague- Trapeze/ Rope teacher 
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Young Dancers (2025 term 2) 

The second term of young dancers 2024 – 2025 

focused on the development of ‘Between Dreams and 

Reality’ as well as the Balleydehob jazz Festival. 

The main facilitators of Term 2 being Elaine McCague, 

Tara Brandel, Danae Woolen and Hetty Gazzaniga. 

There term started 20 January – 26 May 2025. 

 

 

Young Dancers at the Ballydehob Jazz Festival (2025) 

The Ballydehob Jazz Festival is an annual community-run music and arts festival held in Ballydehob, 

West Cork, Ireland, during the May Bank Holiday weekend. It features a wide range of live music and 

dance performances, workshops, and fringe attractions, with over 40 performances showcasing 

various jazz styles and related arts. The festival also includes a New Orleans-style Jazz Funeral Parade 

and a free music trail with performances throughout the village. 

During their peer-to-peer session They developed choreography for the jazz festival with help from 

Elaine McCague. 
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Between Dreams and Reality  

A creative project led by 16 young people from Young Dancer and 

Draw Mind Matters and supported by a team of professional artists, 

including Tomasz Madajczak, Hetty Gazzaniga and Elaine McCague, 

experienced in facilitation for young people, who encouraged 

teamwork and engagement with a variety of techniques to advance 

their self-expression, technical and concept development skills.  

The young people were regularly consulted through weekly facilitated 

group workshop sessions, an A3 sketch Ideas Pad, a chat group with 

all group members, and through the 'Guerruillinns' Youth Committee 

with representatives from across the Uillinn Programme for Young 

People. Having engaged in art form collaboration for the last two years, much has been learnt on 

idea development involving young people in the decision-making process. As this application is 

written, we realise we are at the early stage of this process. 
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Young Dancers Residency’s  

Two Young dancers applied for a summer residency in preparation for dance collage in summer 2025. 

Nori Kluzniak-Madajczak 

I am hoping to attend dance college next year. I would like to use 

the space to practice for my auditions and to train, developing my 

style. 

I have been a part of dance classes in the Uillinn since I was 13 

years old. I have trained many different styles such as 

contemporary dance, ballet, acrobatics and aerial, with many 

different teachers.  

I also attended modern dance classes in the Riverside studios in 

Skibbereen, and salsa classes in Ballydehob. 

I would like as much access as possible. Training for at least 2 

hours each day. 

Ailbhe Quinn  

I am starting dance college this September and would like the time 

in a free studio to practice my technique in various styles. I am 

applying for grants now also so would like the space to rehearse and 

record solos for these applications. As well as this I will have 

performances in Cork this April so would like the space to rehearse 

for these. 

I have been a part of Alan Foley Academy of Dance since I was 7. 

Last September I began classes with Cork School of Dance and 

became a part of Cork Youth Ballet Company. I have danced with 

the Young Dancers group in Uillinn for a couple years also. The last 

three summers I have taken part in Ballet Ireland summer intensives in Dance House Dublin. have 

done many performances over the years, mainly with AFAD in the Everyman Cork. 

 

Nori went to study dance at Coláiste Stiofáin Naofa 

Ailbhe went to study dance at northern ballet school Manchester. 
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Between Dreams and Reality Summer Workshops 

At the beginning of July, a weeklong workshop for the Young Dancers took place. The aim was to 

build a 10-minute dance in 4 days to perform on the last day, as a preparation for Uillinn Dance 

Season 2025. The young dancers collaborated with Tomasz Madajczak Draw Mind Matters on this 

project to blend the art and dance world together. 

Hetty Gazzaniga (Guerruillumni) as the main facilitator for YD: 

Project description:  

‘I will be working with the planes in dance, frontal, sagittal and transversal. The 
transition between these planes will indicate the liminal space between dreams and 
reality. Each move created will represent a young dancer’s idea of the concept and as 

they move through the motions, they will be creating their own interpretation of between 
dreams and reality. 

I will also be working the Levels in dance, such as 
floor work and jumps. This will create a shift from 

both realities as they create movements going 
through the levels. 

I have left the overall interpretation of the theme up to the young dancers, as I just set 
scaffolding for them to create. 

I will be putting together pieces they have created and been taught using their guidelines 
after everything has been choreographed, almost like a jigsaw. I will be using the audio 

made by Aran Hopkinson. This will create a sea of duets and group work as well as 
contact work and non-contact work, all fitting into a 5-10minute piece.’ 

Performance aim: 

‘After the piece is put together, we will be performing it at 6.30 in the studio space. We 
aim for the dancers to be able to interact with the art, the other dancers and hopefully if 

visual artist are comfortable with it, the artists. There are many ways in which you can 
interact with people and objects. The two types I 

will be focusing on is avoidance and contact. This 
we create a magnet effect, having people attract 

to things and use forms of contact and have 
people acknowledge the existence of the object 

but be drawn away or chose to ignore.  

The aim for this performance is to have a piece put together with duets and group work, 
however leaving room for the art and treating the art as if it is a member in a duet. I hope 
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the dancers are comfortable with interacting with the art, and open for certain levels of 
interaction, however if a dancer or visual is uncomfortable we must respect their 

boundaries.’ 

-Hetty Gazzaniga. 

CLICK here TO WATCH THE PERFORMANCE. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://youtu.be/k-hCIsBT8PA
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Finland - Let it GO! Youth Exchange 2025  

We were delighted to be able to invite 4 youth theatre or Young Dancer members from West Cork 

and  9 Youth Theatre members from rural, County Limerick to take part in a Youth exchange hosted 

by Loimaan Teatteri based on the ideas expressed by Young People who attended the events in Leap 

at Myross, last summer.   

The lead organisation is County Limerick Youth Theatre. For safety purposes and policy governance, 

all participants travelling to Finland will need to be registered as member of the lead youth theatre, 

as well as their own.  

Jessie our very own Young Dancer joined this Trip as well as Lucija Madajczak, former Young Dancer 

and Guerruillumni.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



44 
 

Young dancers (2025 term 1) 

This young dancer’s term Focused mainly on 

their performance in Uillinn Dance 2025 

‘Between Dreams and Reality’. With Facilitators 

Hetty Gazzaniga and Elaine McCague. 

Hetty Gazzaniga led them through 

choreography in the same way as the summer 

workshop as they developed a 10-minute piece 

for UDS 2025. After UDS Elaine did aerial rope 

with them to end the term. 

Term started 8 September – 8 December 2025. 

 

Uillinn Dance Season 2025  

Between Dreams and Reality is a dance piece choreographed by 

the young dancers that expresses their interpretation of the 

liminal space Between Dreams and Reality using contemporary 

dance techniques. 

They performed Between Dreams and Reality a prelude to Tara 

Brandel’s missing on Saturday 1 November 2025. The 

choreographic process was the same as the summer however 

produced a vastly different product. 

In the A3 sketch pad they choose costumes, colour schemes, 

movements, dynamics, hair and makeup. 

CLICK here TO WATCH THE PERFORMANCE. 

 

 

 

 

 

https://youtu.be/KWmSmzCy7SY
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Young Dancers responses to UDS 2025  

‘I really like the young dancers because everything about it is just so inclusive even from no dancing 

background you’re really included in the performances’ 

- Emily Brenan- 

 

‘I am very happy to perform in Uillinn dance season because it allows people who haven’t had 

experience in dance to kind of get that experience’ 

-Amy Catalano Wild 

 

‘I love young dancers because everyone is so friendly and it lets everyone express there love for dance 

in a comfortable environment’ 

-Coco Massey  

 

‘I love young dancers because I love the variety of dances’ 

-Charli Park  
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Aerial with Elaine 2025  

 


