
Our Child Protection Policy ​
Information for Public 
 

Uillinn: West Cork Arts Centre (WCAC) is committed to ensuring that all children and young people engaging with 

our programmes experience the arts in a safe, respectful, and supportive environment. Our priority is to ensure 

the welfare and safety of every child and young person who attends our service. We promote a child-centred 

ethos and uphold children’s rights to participation, dignity, equality, and protection from harm. 

WCAC is committed to: 
o​ Listening to children and respecting their views 
o​ Ensuring their participation in decisions that affect them 
o​ Promoting equality, dignity, and inclusion 
o​ Providing safe, developmentally appropriate environments 
o​ Preventing harm through robust procedures, training, and oversight 

WCAC supports children to express their views safely, co-create group behaviour agreements and participate 
meaningfully in programme design where appropriate. 

WCAC operates in line with national guidelines including Children First Act 2015, Children First National Guidance 
2017 and National Vetting Bureau Acts 2012–2016. 

 
How We Keep Children Safe 

Safe Recruitment and Vetting 

●​ Garda vetting for all artists, staff and workers 
●​ Reference checks and identity verification 
●​ Mandatory safeguarding induction and ongoing training 

Codes of Behaviour where everyone working at Uillinn: 

●​ Treats children with dignity and fairness 
●​ Maintains professional boundaries 
●​ Ensures interactions are open, observable, and accountable 
●​ Avoids any behaviour that could be misinterpreted 

Safe Programme Delivery 

●​ Age-appropriate content and communication 
●​ Consent-based physical contact  
●​ Clear supervision procedures 
●​ No personal social media contact with children 
●​ No sharing of WCAC Wi-Fi passwords or unrestricted internet access 

Digital and Online Safety 

●​ All online communication occurs through WCAC managed platforms 
●​ Two adults present in online sessions or sessions recorded with consent 
●​ No direct messaging between staff and children on personal accounts 
●​ No identifying information accompanying images posted online 
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Use of Images and Video 

●​ Consent is required (parental consent for under-18s) 
●​ Images are used only for legitimate programme purposes 
●​ Images are transferred to WCAC devices and deleted from personal devices 
●​ No tagging or identifying details 
●​ Misuse of images is treated as a safeguarding concern 

Bullying Prevention - WCAC has a zero-tolerance approach to bullying, working to put in place clear 
group agreements; immediate support for any child affected, structured steps to resolve issues and 
ongoing monitoring to maintain a safe environment. We work with parents to achieve this. 

Working With Partners - When working off-site or with partner organisations, WCAC ensures a clear 
agreement on which safeguarding policy applies. WCAC Adopts a shared understanding of roles and 
responsibilities to create safe environments for all children involved. 

Key Contacts 

Designated Liaison Person (DLP) Justine Foster, Programme Manager​
Tel: 028 22090 / 086 193 7754 Email: justine@westcorkartscentre.com 

Deputy DLP Aisling Roche​
Tel: 086 824 4584 Email: aislingroche@hotmail.com 

Both are contactable outside office hours. 

 

A full safeguarding risk assessment was completed in March 2026 and the policy is reviewed every two 
years or sooner if required 

For full copy of our policy please visit our website www.westcorkartscentre.com 
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